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Selections in 1 Corinthians

Providence Church, Gary T. Meadors, Th.D.
Session Seven:  The Structure and Meaning of 1 Corinthians 15-16
Paragraph analysis:


ASV (1901)
ESV

NIV (2011)

CONTENT (just describe what it says)







A.
The Resurrection of Christ (15:1-11)

15:1-11






15:1-2

15:1-2


1.
15:1-2

Paul’s Proclamation



15:3-11



2.
15:3-11
Paul rehearses the origin of 











his proclamation





15:3-8



1a. 15:3-8

Received apostolic 












tradition





15:9-11


2a. 15:9-11

Paul’s personal 












apology







B.
The Resurrection of the Dead (15:12-34)

15:12-19
15:12-19
15:12-19

1.
15:12-19
Paul addresses naysayers

15:20-28
15:20-28
15:20-28

2.
15:20-28
Christ is risen indeed

15:29-34
15:29-34
15:29-34

3.
15:29-34
The folly of no resurrection







C.
The Resurrection Body (15:35-58)


15:35-49





1.
15:35-49
Apology against naysayers



15:35-41
15:35-41


1a.
15:35-41
The genus persists



15:42-49




2a.
15:42-49
Conforms to sphere





15:42-44a



1b.
15:42-44a






15:44b-49



2b.
15:44b-49

15:50-58





2.
15:50-58
The mystery of resurrection



15:50-57
15:50-57


1a.
15:50-57



15:58

15:58



2a.
15:58







D.
Final Matters (16:1-24)


16:1-9



16:1-4

16:1-4 


The Jerusalem Project (16:1-4)



16:5-9

16:5-9


Paul’s Intended Travels (16:5-9)



16:10-11
16:10-11

Paul’s Plan for Timothy’s Visit (16:10-11)

16:10-12



16:12

16:12


Paul’s Plan for Apollos



16:13-14
16:13-14
16:13-14

Paul’s Exhortation

16:15-18
16:15-18
16:15-18

Paul’s Praise for Stephanas







E.
Final Greetings (16:19-24)


16:19-20
16:19-20
16:19-20

1.
Closing Epistolary Greetings (16:19-20/21)

16:21-24
16:21-24



2.
Closing Epistolary Comments (16:22-24





16:21










16:22






16:23





16:24
I.
Paul's Response to Questions Concerning the Doctrine of Resurrection (15:1-
58)

Section Summary:

1 Cor. 15 is the classic chapter in the New Testament concerning the subject of resurrection.  In this chapter Paul deals with 3 major aspects of resurrection.


A.
The resurrection of Christ (15:1-11)


Christ's resurrection is firmly founded in traditional and scientific history.


B.
The resurrection of the dead (15:12-34)


In this section Paul:
· responds to denials of resurrection (15:12-19)

· affirms such phenomena and explains its significance (15:20-28)

· and illustrates the practical effects of such doctrine (15:29-34):  





causes conversion





causes dedication





should cause repentance


C.
The resurrection body (15:35-58)
In this section Paul seems to be responding to an unbelieving question such as "How can man possibly rise when their bodies have disintegrated?"  
· Paul considers such unbelief to be foolish (15:36).

· Paul sees this objection as containing two questions:  How and with what form? (15:35)

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

A.
The resurrection of Christ (15:1-11)


The resurrection of Christ is a vital aspect of the "gospel" message (15:1-2).


The resurrection of Christ is affirmed from two historical perspectives (15:3-8).



Tradition history (15:3-4)



Scientific history (15:5-8)


The resurrection of Christ and its impact on Paul (15:9-11)

B.
The resurrection of the dead (15:12-34)



Paul responds to denials of the resurrection of the dead (15:12-19).



Paul affirms the resurrection of the dead and explains its significance (15:20-28).



Paul illustrates the practical affects of the hope of resurrection of the dead 
(15:29-34)




causes conversion




causes dedication




should cause repentance

C.
The resurrection body (15:35-58)


Paul explains the nature of the resurrection body from a twofold perspective in answer to apparent 
criticisms within the Corinthian community (15:35)



The perspective of mechanics:  how can such an event take place?  (15:36-41)




The mechanics of such an event are already apparent in certain universal principles.  Paul 


argues that the "how" of resurrection 
takes place on the basis of five principles




The principle of death (15:36)




The principle of change (15:37)




The principle of God's sovereignty (15:38a)




The principle of continuity (15:38b)




The principle of adaptability of created kinds (15:39-41)



The perspective of form:  What form will the resurrection body have?  (15:42-49)
Paul describes the form of the resurrection by a series of contrasts that suggest the nature of the form of the resurrection body.  These contrasts fall into two categories: conceptual and personal.




The first category is a series of conceptual contrasts which express the newness of the 



form of the resurrection body
(15:42-44a).





A new life principle:  corruptible (i.e. perishable) to 
incorruptible (15:42)





A new value:  dishonor to glory (15:43a)






"dishonor" = "absence of glory"






What good is a dead body?





A new strength:  weakness to power (15:43b).





A new domain:  natural to spiritual (15:44a)




The second category is a contrast between Adam and Christ to express the foundation of 



the form of the resurrection body (15:44b-49)





The creative and historical pattern demands a future hope and thus a body that is 




adapted to a new domain.







living







quickening    15:49 (cf. Phil. 3:21 spirit 1 Jn. 3:2)



Paul concludes with a discourse on victory (15:50-58)

II.
Paul's response to the Question Concerning the Collection of Money for the church in Jerusalem 

(16:1-4)


The return to the structural indicator "now concerning" indicates that Paul is still answering the 
Corinthians' questions.


This Jerusalem offering relates to a fight for the Saints in Jerusalem who were 


suffering hardships.



Cf. 2 Cor 8:4; 9:1, 12; Gal 2:10; Acts


This ministry of the Gentile Church to Jerusalem believers probably signified several things to Paul (cf. 
Rom 15:25-28; Bruce, NCB, in.loc.).

· An acknowledgement of the Gentile church's spiritual debt to their Jewish 

origins;

· A token of the genuine faith of the Gentile church;

· A sort of "palm branch" in light of occasional tensions between the two
 


groups.

PAUL'S CONCLUDING REMARKS TO THE CORINTHIANS CHURCH (16:5-24)


Paul's personal requests and instructions (16:5-18)



Concerning his personal plans (16:5-9)



Concerning Timothy (16:10-11)



Concerning Apollos (16:12-14)



Concerning Stephanas (16:15-18)


Paul's final greetings (16:19-24)

